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If erasure is a key project of colonialism, then excavation and memory reside at the center of the post-colonial task.

The San Francisco Historical Circle of the Displaced is a project by René García and John Jota Leaños that illuminates the rich history of ethnic conflict and class struggle of San Francisco. The San Francisco Historical Circle of the Displaced bring to the forefront the recovery of ‘place’ to cultural and historical disappearance that has impregnated the master narrative of this great western city.

The San Francisco Historical Circle’s Transient Monument series was originally commissioned by the San Francisco Arts Commission’s Art & Transit Kiosk Series in 2000. Twenty-four historical monuments were placed in public kiosks along Market St. for a period of five months during the volatile summer of anti-gentrification protest in San Francisco. The project was received with contradictory sentiment, from e-mails denouncing us as “racist” to letters and comments praising the work. 

One of the more interesting controversies arising from the series came from within the SF Arts Commission itself. After having approved the project, the Art & Transit sector of the Arts Commission brought the monument series to the Visual Arts Committee of the SF Arts Commission for final approval. The Visual Arts Committee, made up of Willie Brown appointed so-called “experts” in the visual arts, denied approval of the monument series because of “Historical Monument No. 2000” which documented the displacement and removal of long-time residents of San Francisco due to gentrification and the dot-com boom. The committee claimed that the “atrocities of the present displacement were not equal” to that of the other monuments in the series, a stunning political stance taken by the mostly white, upper and upper middle class Visual Arts Committee. This story was picked up by the San Francisco Bay Guardian and the monument appeared on its front page just a week after the Visual Arts Committee’s decision. After delays and, finally, no revisions made to the project, the monument series was approved for public display.

Please feel free to contact the Historical Circle at the addresses below if you have any questions, comments, complaints or insults. Thank you.
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San Francisco Historical Circle of the Displaced

 6839 S. Willow Dr. Tempe, AZ 85283

Tel. 480-839-7851 / E-mail: leanos@firstworld.net

